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and to injure in no inconsiderable degree, the taxpayer
considered as a consumer of salt. The fair inference seems
to be that the proposed further addition, much greater than
any that have preceded it, to the taxation of this article,
would increase the revenue in a far inferior degree, pro-
bably by not more than 25 per cent, at most, and would
materially reduce the amount of salt consumed in this
Presidency.

"Now it is to be observed that salt is an article so
essentially important to health and life, that to tax it in
a degree such as greatly to diminish consumption cannot
but be objectionable. However valuable as a fiscal resource,
the tax would be unjustifiable if it were fixed at such an
amount as to prevent the poorer classes from obtaining
as much salt as may be necessary for the preservation
of health. There seems no reason to suppose that the
existing Government price of salt in this Presidency has
such an effect, at least in any degree. The average annual
consumption is now about 14 Ibs. per head of population;
and if we suppose that this indicates on the part of the
poorer class a consumption of about 12 Ibs. per head, it can,
perhaps, hardly be said that the quantity consumed by
that class is decidedly insufficient to maintain health:
the maximum quantity of salt which ought annually to be
consumed by an adult having been estimated by scientific
authorities at 14 Ibs. per head. But any measure which
would result in a considerable diminution of the quantity
now consumed would obviously, under these circumstances,
be unsafe as regards the health, to say nothing of the
comfort, of the more indigent classes of the population;
and the tax upon salt would in that case assume the
objectionable character of a tax greatly restricting the
consumption of an article not only of universal consumption,
but of the very first necessity.

cc The figures above cited indicate a strong probability
that the taxation of salt in the Presidency of Madras has
reached a point beyond which it ought not to be carried.
But they cannot be considered as absolutely conclusive,